
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kelly Rutherford’s Custody Battle Overlooks U.S. Children Kidnapped to Foreign Countries 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: Dr. Noelle Hunter, 606-356-8371 

 

Washington, DC, August 13, 2015- Recent attention surrounding actress Kelly Rutherford’s ongoing international custody case 

overlooks a larger American crisis.  International Parental Child Abduction (IPCA) is a form of child abuse recognized as a federal 

and international crime that affects more than a thousand American families each year.  
 
Bring Our Kids Home Co-Founder, Ravi Parmar, a father whose son was abducted to India by his ex-wife in 2012, makes a distinction 

between an “international child custody dispute” and “international parental child abduction.”   
 
“As a parent, I sympathize with an American parent’s desire to live with her two American-born children. However, it does not give a 

parent the right to unilaterally decide to take the law into their own hands,”  Parmar said.  
 
Article 3 of the multilateral treaty Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction defines the removal or 

retention of a child as wrongful where: 
 

a)   it is in breach of rights of custody attributed to a person, an institution or any other body, either jointly or alone, under the 

law of the State in which the child was habitually resident immediately before the removal or retention; and 
b)   at the time of removal or retention those rights were actually exercised, either jointly or alone, or would have been so 

exercised but for the removal or retention. 
 
Eric Haan is the founder of End Abductions Now. His sons, Pablo and Joshua, are currently illegally retained in Mexico, where his 

case is now before the Supreme Court of Mexico. 

 
“The most critical point for the children in these cases is that the Hague Convention regarding International Parental Child Abduction 

is followed by all countries.  Returning the children to Monaco was in line with the Convention,” Haan said.  

 
Parental abductions often occur following the refusal of one parent to adhere to a court custody order or when one disgruntled spouse 

decides to take children away from their home to another country and retain them without the other parent’s consent. It’s a situation 

that Edeanna Barbirou, founder of Return US Home, knows all too well. Her two children were illegally abducted by their father to 

Tunisia in 2011, and her son remains illegally detained despite a Tunisian Supreme court judgment ordering his return to the U.S. 
 
According to the U.S. Dept. of State, more than 1,000 American children are illegally abducted or retained abroad by a parent each 

year, but parents of these children know the numbers are much higher since many cases go unreported.  
 
“We know that not all parents report their children’s abductions,” said Jeffery Morehouse, Executive Director of Bring Abducted 

Children Home, whose son was kidnapped to Japan. “There is a complete failure of our government at all levels to actively assist 

heartbroken, victimized parents in recovering their abducted children.” 
 
Less than half of illegally abducted or retained children ever return home. Congress unanimously passed the Sean and David Goldman 

International Child Abduction Prevention and Return Act, which was signed into law by President Obama in August 2014. This 

legislation directed the State Dept. to act against nations that do not cooperate to return American children.  
 

“Despite the spirit and intent of Congress, the Administration has not fully implemented the law,” said Dr. Noelle Hunter, co-founder 

of iStand Parent Network. “We strongly urge parents to place the elimination of the children’s suffering over personal grievances. 

However, when laws are broken, governments must uphold the rule of law and act swiftly to return children home,” Hunter said.   
 
iStand Parent Network  is a coalition of parents and advocates of internationally abducted and wrongfully retained children. For more 

information contact Dr. Noelle Hunter at 606-356-8371, or istandparentnetwork@gmail.com. 
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